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Photos

PHOTO PROVIDED
Tecumseh First Baptist Church member Matt Higgins
brushes a fresh coat of paint on Barnard playground
equipment. His efforts were part of the church’s
“Saturday-2-Serve” project.
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TECUMSEH, Okla. —
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Tecumseh's First Baptist Church paints elementary
playground

Posted Oct 25, 2008 @ 12:02 AM

On a recent cool and crisp
Saturday morning, volunteers from Tecumseh’s First
Baptist Church refreshed worn-out playground equipment
at Barnard elementary under a bright fall sun. Church
members rolled and brushed bright neon paint onto rusty
and bleached jungle gyms, swing sets, slides and balance
beams.
As the third “Saturday-2-Serve” project First Baptist has
initiated in recent months, the Oct. 18 project provided
another churchwide multi-generational mission to serve
the community.
“Since Barnard Elementary is only two blocks from our
church facility, it was a logical choice for adopting a school
to serve this year,” said Clark Frailey, pastor. “Our vision
was to start out simple, doing random acts of kindness to
benefit the students and staff at Barnard.”
Saturday-2-Serve projects take place once a month
beginning with a breakfast at 8:30 a.m. at the church’s
cafeteria, followed by a family-friendly project from 9 a.m.
to noon. No supplies or reservations are required and
each project is completed in three hours. Prior to painting
the playground equipment, the church has done basic
exterior landscaping, including tree pruning and raking at
Barnard, prayer-walking around the school and free
bottled water distribution at community events. Servant
evangelism projects like Saturday-2-Serve are designed to
show God’s love in practical ways with no strings attached.
“So many times we only hear what the church is against,”
Frailey said. “We want to show what we are for: our
teachers and administration as they pour their time and
lives into Tecumseh’s children. Christ’s example compels
us to be a blessing to our community.”
Established in 1909, Barnard Elementary will celebrate its
centennial anniversary this spring. Barnard has more than
370 enrolled children in first and second grades in the
Tecumseh Public School district.
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